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It has become clear in recent times that the food and health systems must work more effectively
together to mitigate the growing threats to both food and health security and how they relate to
each other. More than that, these combined security domains are an increasingly important part of
the broader quest for human security as espoused by the United Nations (UN) System. This has
global relevance, because these issues reflect the current conjunction of climate change, limited
energy and usable water supplies, financial system failure, population increases and demographic
shifts, limited arable land (some now used for biofuels) and shortages of especially nitrogen (from
petrochemicals)and phosphorus fertilisers, with rising fuel prices. But there is a need to address
these security concerns on an Asia Pacific Regional basis. To this end, a process was set in train in
August 2009 to build an Asia Pacific FIHS Network of like-minded, but inter-disciplinary parties
who could work together to identify, encourage interest in and develop strategies to manage the
required agenda. The papers which represent at least some of the relevant and encouraging
technology platform have been published in APJCN in late 2009. They are freely available on the
Journal website: http:/apjcn.nhri.org.tw/server/APJCN/Volume18/vol18.4/Finished/index.php
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